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HILLCREEK  FIBER STUDIO  
Established 1986 

  
Specializing in Workshops  

in Nature-dyeing, Spinning, and 
Weaving, and in related tools, 

supplies and books 
Bed & Breakfast and 

Airport Shuttle Service from  
St Louis & Kansas City 
available for students  
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Established 1982 

   
Specializing in Custom Handwoven 

Textiles, Nature-Dyed Fibers, 
Handspun Yarns  

using natural fibers and dyes   
 

Home of the  
Spr iggs  7’  Adjustable Tr iangle  
&  Rectangle, and 5© Adjustable 

Square Frame Looms  
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 The United Nations has declared 2009 as The International Year  of 
Natural Fibres!!!  How special is that!?  Join us as we celebrate the local, the 
organic, home-grown, mill-spun, born-and-raised yarns knitters and weavers love!  
See information on page 7 on the special yarns we carry which follow these 
parameters.  The dissappointing factor we have come across, however, is that 
many people and companies which have been developing special unique yarns are 
loosing their mills either to bankrupcy or to mills moving overseas.  There are 
precious few small mills in the USA who continue to do special runs of specialty 

yarns. We must encourage them by utilizing their services whenever possible. 
  
 Keep the Fleece is partnering with Heifer International to raise $250,000 to establish the 
world’s largest fiber herd.  Keep the Fleece is also sponsoring a variety of events in 2009 including the 
creation of the world’s longest scarf.  Join an existing team or start a new one.  Your addition can be 
knitted, felted, crocheted or woven.  The pieces will be assembled at the New York Sheep and Wool 
Festival on October 16th, 2009, and displayed in a place of national prominence.  Find out more at 
KeepTheFleece.org.  
 
 Weaving and Spinning Contest:  The Schacht Spindle Company of Boulder, Colorado (a USA 
company) is celebrating their 40th anniversary this year.  We are helping them celebrate with value 
added specials on Schacht looms and spinning wheels.  Check these out on page 4. They are 
sponsoring a “Make it on a Schacht”  contest for Best 
Expert, Best Novice, Most Fun, Most Clever, Best 
Schacht Equipment Story Accompanying your Entry, 
and Most Entertaining YouTube Video.  A special 
cherry wolf pup loom is just one of the prizes. 
Contact Hillcreek Fiber Studio or 
www.schachtspindle.com for an entry form.   
 
 Demise of some Natural Dyes:  Some natural 
dyes are becoming scarce.  None of our regular 
North American suppliers have any Brazilwood left.  
This is a rainforest tree lost to deforestation.  Our 
Sample Dye Kits and Complete Dye Kits will 
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HILLCREEK  FIBER STUDIO 

for  weaving, spinning, and dyeing 
supplies 

&  Workshops 
7001 S Hill Creek Road, Columbia, MO 65203 

 
Call  573-874-2233 for inquiries, 

or the toll free number: 
 1-800-TRI-WEAV (874-9328) for placing orders 

 
Web Site:  www.HillcreekFiberStudio.com  
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES:   
Annual subscription rate for Hillcreek Fiber News is $8.00 
for two issues, Spring and Autumn.  Single Copy, $5.00.  
Students and customers with purchases during the year of 
$20 or more will receive a complimentary issue. 
 
CLASSIFIED AD RATES: 
For a listing under  Equipment/Fiber Sources or other 
classified columns,  please remit $10 by  September 15, 2009 
for inclusion in the Autumn, 2009 issue.  Limit ad to 30 words in 
addition to your name, address & phone number. (See Page 
11.)  Circulation is now around 7000 fiber-interested people. 
 
WEAVING STUDIO HOURS: 
Hillcreek Fiber Studio is a working studio & mail order service.  
Please call 573-874-2233 or 1- 800-874-9328  before planning 
a trip to the Studio. Studio hours are: Tuesday through 
Saturday,  9 am to 5 pm, by appointment only.   At other times, 
please leave a message and we will return your call ASAP.  

HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO 

WEEKEND &  LONGER WORKSHOPS  
Taught by � � � � ��� � 	
 � �� � � 
 �� � � � ��� � 	
 � �� � � 
 �� � � � ��� � 	
 � �� � � 
 �� � � � ��� � 	
 � �� � � 
 � ���� � � 	� � �� � 	� � �� � 	� � �� � 	� � �   and � � � � 
 
 � �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 � �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 � �� � � � � � �� � � � 
 
 � �� � � � � � �Instructors 

(unless otherwise noted) 
 

* * ** ** ** ** ** ** **  2003***** * ** ** ** ** **  
  
 July 13-18......FIBER FURLOUGH - I  Focus on spinning, dyeing, felting  
    and other fiber exploration 
 July 20-25......FIBER FURLOUGH - I I   Focus on weaving of all types,  
    knitting and other yarn manipulation techniques  
 Sept 6-7..........NATURAL DYEING: Missouri Dyeplants  
  Sept 20-22......Beginning SPINNING /SPINNING SPECIAL  FIBERS 
 Nov 8-10........Beg. thru Advanced TRIANGLE FRAME LOOM  
WEAVING  
 Nov 16-21......Advanced NAVAJO WEAVING (5-1/2 days) 
   Sarah Natani, Guest Instructor 

* * ** ** ** ** ** ** **  2004***** * ** ** ** ** **  
 Feb 7-10.........Beg. thru Intermed WEAVING, 4-SHAFT &  MORE(4 
days) 
 Feb 7-8...........Beg. thru Intermed WEAVING, 4-SHAFT &  MORE 
 & 14-15  (2 x 2 days) 
 Feb 28-Mar 1....BEGINNING SPINNING/SPINNING DESIGNER YARNS  
 Mar 6-7..........NATURAL DYEING: Ancient Dyes 
 Mar 20-23......BEGINNING NAVAJO WEAVING (4 days) 
 Apr 17-19.......Beg. thru Advanced TRIANGLE FRAME LOOM  
WEAVING 
 June 19-20 .....Fabric & Yarn PAINTING WITH NATURAL  DYES 
 July 18-23......FIBER FURLOUGH 

 
Tuition:  Two days, $110; three days, $155; four days, $190; five and 1/2 
days, $255.  Tuition for workshops with guest instructors will be more - 
check with HFS for correct fees. Tuition includes a full lunch every day.  
Deposit of one-half tuition will hold a space for you.  Bed & Breakfast is 
available at the Studio: $40 first night, $35 each night thereafter.  Airport 
shuttle service available from St. Louis, Kansas City, and Columbia 
Regional airports to our front door.  Call toll free to reserve space in a 

 
DEALERSHIPS 

carried by Carol Leigh’s  
HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO  

ALLIANCE IMPORTS Dyes 
AURORA SILKS Dyes 

ASHFORD Spinning Wheels, Looms and Tools 
EARTHUES Natural Dye Extracts 

LOUËT Spinning & Weaving Tools & Supplies 
HANDWEAVERS GUILD OF AMERICA Shuttle, Spindle & Dyepot 

HARRISVILLE Friendly Looms 
INTERWEAVE PRESS Books and Magazines: 

Handwoven, Spin-Off 
SCHACHT SPINDLE CO. Looms, Wheels & Supplies 

SNIPES Weaving & Spinning Tools 
SPRIGGS CUSTOM WOOD PRODUCTS  Adjustable Triangle, 

Square, and Rectangle Looms; Navajo & Inkle Looms; Drop & Navajo 
Spindles; Warping Boards; Maru-dai  

THE SPINNING STUDIO St Blaize Combs 
UNICORN BOOKS every type of fiber-related book 

VICTORIAN VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 
 

YARNS and FIBERS: 
 BROWN SHEEP CO., CRYSTAL PALACE,  DRAGON TAILS, 

D’zined HEMP,  ELLEN’S 1/2 PINT, FIESTA YARNS,  
FROG TREE, GREAT NORTHERN, HARRISVILLE, 

JAGGERSPUN,  LOUËT, MAYSVILLE,  
OAK GROVE,  PERLE COTTONS, 

SOUTHWEST TRADING, Ashford TEKAPO,  
VERSEIS/FOXFIBRE, WEAVING SOUTHWEST 

 

 
Partial Listing - MISCELLANEOUS Items 

 
Sock Knitting Spools by Montgomery 

Sterling & Pewter Jewelry by Ram’s Horn 
Brass Shawl & Kilt Celtic brooches by Mountain Forge 

Handmade Bookmarks/Notecards by Moosetrack Studio 
Lucets by Peggy Ledrich 

 
HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO 
WEEKEND &  LONGER WORKSHOPS  
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Instructor, unless otherwise noted 

 
  

2009 
June 7 - 12 ...... FIBER FURLOUGH - I I   Focus on weaving of all types 
July 5 - 10........ FIBER FURLOUGH - I  Focus on spinning, dyeing, felting      
July 12 - 17...... FIBER FURLOUGH - I I   Focus on weaving of all types 
Sept 12 - 13 ..... NATURAL DYEING, M ISSOURI DYEPLANTS 
Sept TBA......... Private Spinning lessons, call to set date/time 
Nov 7 - 9.......... CONTINUOUS STRAND WEAVING ON TRIANGLE,  
   SQUARE, AND RECTANGLE FRAME LOOMS 
Nov 15 - 20...... INTERMED THRU ADVANCED NAVAJO WEAVING  
   (5-1/2 days) Sarah Natani, Guest Instructor 

  
2010 

 
Feb 13 - 16.......... BEG/INTERMED. FOUR TO EIGHT-SHAFT WEAVING 
Feb 20 - 22 ...... BEG/INTERMED. SPINNING, SPINNING DESIGNER YARNS 
Feb & April ..... Private Spinning lessons, call to set date/time 
Feb 27 - 28 ..... ANCIENT DYES, THE LESSER KNOWN DYES 
April 10 - 13.... BEGINNING NAVAJO WEAVING 
April 17 - 19.... CONTINUOUS STRAND WEAVING ON TRIANGLE,  
 SQUARE, AND RECTANGLE FRAME LOOMS 
 
  
Tuition:  Two days, $130; three days, $185; four days, $240; five and 1/2 
days, $325.  Workshop with guest instructor, $425. Tuition includes hot 
lunchs.  Deposit of one-half tuition will hold a space for you.  Bed & 
Breakfast available at the Studio: $45/night. Airport shuttle available from 
St. Louis and Kansas City airports to Studio.  Also, some flights arrive at 
Columbia Regional airport. Call toll free to reserve space                      
in a class or two: 1-800-TRI -WEAV (874-9328) 
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continue to include it while our supply lasts.  Black oak bark extract, the historic Quercitron, is in 
limited supply.  The process of drying, separating and grinding the inner bark from the outer bark of 
the black oak tree for the best quality yellow is tedious and time consuming. 
 
 One-of-a-kind Adjustable Tr i-looms:  We have two very special one-of-a-kind Spriggs 
custom Adjustable Tri-looms, one with matching stand.  One is called “Bubbles”  inspired by my 
grandson Vincent’s fascination with bubbles.  The other is called  “Golden Thread”  inspired by a Pete 
Seager folk song from the 1960’s shares both a musical and a textile theme   These designs will never 
be duplicated.  They are signed by Carl Spriggs and are works of art.  See page 7 for the story and 
page 10 for pictures. 
 
 Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival:  Daughter Rebecca Oliger and her business partner 
Shella Watson will be with us again at Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival May 1-3, 2009 showcasing 
True Blue Fiber Friends knitting supplies.  They’ ll be featuring yarns and trunk shows for  Frog Tree 
alpaca yarns, Fiesta yarns, Ozark Handspun, and Rebecca’s new knitting patterns.  Come by our 
outdoor marquis (canvas tent) in the northeast part of the Howard County Fair Grounds, just 20 miles 
west of Baltimore on Interstate 70.  We’ ll be showing off our adjustable and travel tri-looms, squares, 
and rectangles, as well as a plethera of other spinning and weaving tools, supplies and books. 
 
 New DVD for  the Continuous Strand Weaving Method on the Rectangle Loom:  Weaving 
on the rectangle loom is a little more challanging than on the triangle or square looms.  For you new 
rectangle continuous strand weavers, daughter Rose Brack-Kaiser and I have produced a 35-minute 
instructional DVD for that weaving method on the rectangle frame loom.  Just $15.  And don’ t forget 
the highly acclaimed 90-minute DVD, “Triangle Frame Loom Weaving Magic for Shawls, Blankets, 
Jackets and More”  by Carol Leigh Brack-Kaiser produced with Victorian Video, $34.95. 
 
 Scholarship oppor tunity:  Following a recent workshop two students decided they would love 
to offer the opportunity for others who might be hard pressed financially to enjoy a workshop at 
Hillcreek Fiber Studio.  If you would like some assistance to attend a workshop, please inquire about 
the T & A (named after the two initial anonymous contributors) Scholarship Fund.  If you would like 
to contribute to the fund, please contact me at Hillcreek Fiber Studio.  What a blessing, and an oppor-
tunity!  
 
 Shows Throughout the Year :  Please check our calendar on page 5 to see if we are coming to 
a show or workshop in your area.  If you would like for us to bring a loom or other items for you, give 
us a call in plenty of time before we come. 
 
 Have Looms, will Travel:  Carol Leigh is scheduling workshops on the Continuous Strand 
Weaving Method on Triangles, Squares, and Rectangles throughout the country.  If you can not make 
it to Hillcreek Fiber Studio in Columbia Missouri for a scheduled continuous strand weaving 
workshop, check out our schedule for workshops throughout the country, page 10 — we may be 
coming to your area.   
 
 If you would like to host a workshop in your area, please contact Carol Leigh at 573-874-2233.  
Traveling Workshops:  We bring all the adjustable and travel looms, tools and yarns needed for a 
workshop with guilds, yarn shops, and conferences.  All you provide is the meeting 

Cont’d Page 4  
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space and students for the workshop.  Included is a trunk show of items in Carol Leigh’s upcoming 
book, Continuous Strand Weaving Method, Techniques and Projects for the Triangle, Square, and 
Rectangle Frame Looms.   
 
 
 
 Eulogies:  Sandi Smith and Ger i Hamby:  Two dear Missouri fiber friends recently passed 
away.  Sandi Smith, a fiber artist extraordinare, is known nationally for her paper making, woven 
tapestry transparencies, and other fiber creations.  She just turned 60, had fought and survived cancer 
a number of times, and suffered numerous strokes over the past 40 years.  May she be resting in peace.  
She was my first mentor in 1979 for spinning and natural dyeing and she enthusiastically encouraged 
me and my endeavors throughout the years since. I owe my interest in a life-time passion to her. I will 
miss her friendship.   
 
 Geri Hamby was a fiber enthusiast and shop owner with Woolridge Farm for many years in the 
Jamesport, MO area.  She was instrumental in sparking fiber interests in young people as well as 
adults.  
 
 
  Value added specials on Schacht Looms, in celebration of Schacht’s 40th year . 
 
Schacht looms in stock at original prices: 
 Wolf Pup 4-shaft 18” weaving width, maple        $959 
 Baby Wolf 8-shaft 26”  weaving width, strollers, highcastle tray and wolf trap $2252 
 Mighty Wolf 4-shaft, 36”  weaving width, strollers, wolf trap    $2086 
 Mighty Wolf 8-shaft, 36”  weaving width, strollers, wolf trap    $2784 
 Cherry Mighty Wolf, 8-shaft, 36”  weaving width, strollers, wolf trap   $2995 
 Standard Jack Loom, 8-shaft, 12 treadles, 46”  weaving width, high castle  $3998 
 Loom Bench, Maple              318 
 Loom Bench, Cherry              390 
 
Limited time offer:  free bench with purchase of Baby Wolf, Mighty Wolf, or Jack Floor Looms 
 
$50 discount on loom or workshop tuition when a student buys a Schacht loom within 6 months of 
taking a four and more shaft weaving workshop at Hillcreek Fiber Studio. 
 
$100 of yarns, free 13”  shuttle, package of bobbins, Handwoven magazine with purchase of baby wolf 
$150 of yarns, two 13”  shuttles, package of bobbins, Handwoven magazine with mighty wolf 
$250 of yarns, two 15”  shuttles or end-feed shuttle, package of bobbins or pirns, with Jack Floor 
Loom 
 
 
 
 
 

Cont’d Page 7  



� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � �� � � 
   Page 5 Spr ing, 2009 

Hillcreek Fiber  Studio 2009-2010 Workshop and Event Calendar   
 
Date Workshops/Events Location 
 

2 0 0 9 
 
May 1 - 3......... Maryland Sheep & Wool Fest, Vendor ................................................................... West Friendship, MD 
May 8 - 10....... Continuous Strand Weaving Workshop ...................................................................................Fairfax, VA 
May 20 - 22..... Continuous Strand Weaving Workshop ........................................................................Albuquerque, NM 
May 25 - 27..... Continuous Strand Weaving Workshop ................................................................................Anthony, NM 
June 7 - 12 ...... FIBER FURLOUGH TWO, Weaving of all Types  
                          Continuous Strand weaving on Triangles, Squares, and Rectangles; Navajo  
                          &  Kilim Tapestry; Pile Carpet; Four to eight-shaft on Floor and Table  
                          Looms; Rigid Heddle, Inkle, Tablet, Finger Weaving , HFS .....................................Columbia, MO  
June 25 - 28 .... Midwest Weavers Conference, Vendor, Continuous Strand Workshop ................................. Grinnell, IA 
July 5 - 10........ FIBER FURLOUGH ONE - - Spinning , Dyeing, and Felting 
                                      Beginning Spinning, Spinning Special Fibers, and/or Spinning Designer Yarns, 
                                      Dyeing and Painting with Natural Dyes, Felting Wet and Dry,  HFS ....................Columbia, MO 
July 12 ............ Blues Party with four different Indigo Pots & Blues Music, True Blue Fiber Friends ...... Columbia, MO 
July 12 - 17 ..... FIBER FURLOUGH TWO- - Weaving of all types (same as above), HFS ....................Columbia, MO 
July 17-24 ....... Midwestern Primitive Rendezvous, sutler, weaving  ........................................................... Palmyra, MO 
July 25 ............ Nephew Michael Brack wedding reception..........................................................................Lexington, MI 
Aug  2- 7 ......... Christianson Native Craft Workshop, Continuous Strand & Inkle Weaving ................Shannondale, MO 
Aug 12 - 16 ..... Michigan Fiber Festival,  Allegan County Fair Grounds, Vendor, Continuous Strand Wkshp.... Allegan, MI 
Sept 12 - 13 .... NATURAL DYEING: Missour i Dye Plants, Hillcreek Fiber Studio .............................Columbia, MO 
Sept TBA......... Private Lessons, HFS, Call to set times ..............................................................................Columbia, MO 
Sept 23-Oct 3... Eastern National Primitive Rendezvous, Sutler, seminars, Muddy Run Park ....................  Lancaster, PA 
October 10....... Rose and Will’s wedding ....................................................................................................Columbia, MO 
Oct 16 - 18....... New York Sheep & Wool Fest, Vendor, Duchess Co Fairgrounds, Bldg 22 .....................Rhinebeck, NY 
Oct  23 - 25...... Southeast Animal Fiber Fair, Vendor, Continuous Strand workshops.................................Asheville, NC 
Nov 7- 9 .......... CONTINUOUS STRAND WEAVING, Hillcreek Fiber Studio .....................................Columbia, MO 
Nov 15 - 20 ..... NAVAJO WEAVING - INTERMED TO ADVANCED, with Sarah Natani, HFS .......Columbia, MO 
 

 
2 0 1 0 

January 13-23.. Alafia River Rendezvous .....................................................................................................Homeland, FL 
Feb 13 - 16 ...... BEG/INTERMED FOUR TO EIGHT-SHAFT WEAVING, Hillcreek Fiber Studio ...Columbia, MO 
Feb 20 - 22 ..... BEGINNING/INTERMED. SPINNING, Spinning Designer  Yarns, HFS....................Columbia, MO 
Feb 27 - 28 ..... ANCIENT DYES, The Lesser  Known Dyes, Hillcreek Fiber Studio .............................Columbia, MO 
Mar 12 - 14 ..... Fiber Retreat, Lincoln University Extension, Vendor, Continuous Strand Weaving ............ Jefferson City, MO 
Mar 18 - 21...... Tropical Handweavers Conference, Continuous Strand Weaving.......................................................Eustis, FL 
April 10 - 13 ... BEGINNING NAVAJO WEAVING, Hillcreek Fiber Studio .........................................Columbia, MO 
April 17 - 19 ... CONTINUOUS STRAND WEAVING, Hillcreek Fiber Studio .....................................Columbia, MO 
May 1 - 2......... Maryland Sheep & Wool Fest, Vendor ................................................................... West Friendship, MD 
May 7 - 9......... Continuous Strand Weaving Workshop, Mannings School ...............................................East Berlin, PA 
 
 

All workshops are taught by Carol Leigh Brack-Kaiser, unless otherwise noted.  
Events in BOLD and ALL CAPS are workshops offered at Hillcreek Fiber Studio   

Call 1-800-TRI-WEAV (874-9328) to register for weaving, spinning, and dyeing workshops.  
Bed and Breakfast at Hillcreek Fiber Studio is available for students. 
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Workshops Offered at  
Hillcreek Fiber  Studio 

 
Nestled in the Little Bonne Femme Creek 
Valley amidst woods and pastures in view 
of a major state park Hillcreek Fiber Studio 
offers the serenity for a true get-away.  Let 
someone else do the cooking.  Just focus 
on learning a new skill or on exploring an 
older one.  Cuddle up with a book from 
over 800 titles on the shelves.  Relax.  You 
deserve some quiet time for yourself. 
 
Workshops at Hillcreek Fiber Studio allow 
the student to immerse her or himself in 
the study and exploration of a number of 
textile-related subjects.  We continue to 
offer at least two sessions each year in the 
more popular subjects of  Spinning, 
Natural Dyeing, Four & More Shaft 
Weaving, Navajo Weaving, and 
Continuous Strand Weaving. We 
periodically add classes in Spinning 
Special Fibers, Spinning Designer Yarns, 
Children’s Fiber Weekend, Inkle & Tablet 
Weaving, Felting, Knitting, Dyeing with 
Lesser-known Ancient Dyes, among 
others, as the demand warrants.  In the past 
we’ve added special workshops with guest 
instructors in subjects such as mushroom 
dyeing, and kumi-himo.  Let us know what 
subjects interests you! 
 
See Page 9 for Fiber Arts classes at True 
Blue Fiber Friends. 
 
 
FIBER FURLOUGH ONE, Spinning, 
Dyeing, Felting:  Five and one-half days, 
July 5 - 10, 2009.  Focus on Spinning: 
beginning, designer yarns, and/or special 
fibers; Nature Dyeing, immersion of fibers 
and yarns, and/or fabric and yarn painting; 
and Felting, both wet and dry needle 
techniques, for vessels, wearables, and/or 
whimsical sculptures,  Locker Hooking.  Dye 
and spin your own designer yarns.  
 
FIBER FURLOUGH TWO, Weaving of 
all Types:  Five and one-half days, 
offered twice, June 7 - 12 and July 12 - 
17,  2009.  Focus on what you can do with 
yarn:  Rigid heddle, Four and more-shaft 
structures, Navajo, Continuous strand on 
triangle, square or rectangle, Tapestry, 
Inkle, Tablet, Kilim, Pile Carpet, 
Fingerweaving, Kumi-himo braiding, 
Lucet cordage, Macrame.  Obviously, no 
one person can explore it all, but you may 
choose one, two or three types to explore 
during the week.  And what you don©t have 
time to explore yourself, you can observe 
others doing. 
 

Students may choose both Fiber Fur lough 
weeks for a 10% discount on both tuition 
and B&B for both weeks.  Create a true heir-
loom by designing the whole textile process - 
weave something the second week from the 
yarn  you created the first week! 
 
NATURAL  DYEI NG, M I SSOURI 
PLANTS:  Two-day weekend, Sept 12 - 13 
2009.  A full color spectrum will be 
obtained from foraged plants within 
walking distance of Hillcreek Fiber Studio 
— red from pokeberries, blue, lavender 
and green from elderberries, yellows and 
oranges from flowers, browns and blacks 
from trees.  Students will go home with 
over 60 dye samples on wool, cotton, and 
raw silk fabric.  They may bring items of 
their fiber medium to dye:  fiber, yarn, 
fabric, basket reed, quills, buttons, etc. 
 
BEGINNING SPINNING/ SPINNING 
DESI GNER YARNS/ SPI NNI NG 
SPECIAL FIBERS. Two three-hour 
days are recommended for  begininning 
students. September  2009, Feb &  Apr il 
2010.  Pr ivate Lessons, $25 per  hour .  
Dates and times TBA.   
 
Beginning students will learn basics of 
spinning, choosing and skirting fleece,  
cleaning, carding & combing techniques, 
spinning on spindles and on a variety of 
spinning wheels.  Private students can 
focus on own interests.  
Designer  Yarn students will learn color & 
fiber blending and Navajo 3-ply 
techniques.  They will create novelty yarns 
such as slubs, knop, marl, core-spun, loop, 
and feather yarns, among others. 
Spinning Special Fibers students  will dress 
distaffs and spin Flax, unwind cocoons & spin 
Silk from several preparations, spin Cotton 
and other Fine Fibers on charkas & taklis, and 
will Comb Wool.   
 
CONTINUOUS STRAND WEAVING 
METHOD ON TRIANGLE, SQUARE, 
OR RECTANGLE LOOMS  Two or  
three days, Nov 7-9, 2009; Apr il 17 - 19, 
2010.  In two days students can complete a 
full 7-foot Triangle Shawl using the 
simple, unique continuous-thread method.  
Or choose to stay three days, take your 
time and learn a few intermediate or 
advanced techniques, such as twill, leno 
lace, and double weave, plus color patterns 
such as log cabin, tartan plaids and color 
blending, or create wearable and household 
textiles on the square or new rectangle 
loom. 
 

INTERMED &  ADVANCED NAVAJO 
WEAVING:  Five and one-half days, 
Nov 15-20, 2009.  Guest instructor Sarah 
Natani has become family.  This will be 
her twevlth visit to Hillcreek Fiber Studio.   
Sarah’s focus will be on Intermediate and 
Advanced Navajo Weaving techniques, 
including twills and two-faced structures 
(different design on each side) by using 4-
shed techniques.  Sarah shares stories and 
traditions of her culture. Or, come and 
practice basic techniques. Guest instructor 
tuition $425.  
 
BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE FOUR 
TO EIGHT-SHAFT WEAVING:  Four 
days:  Feb 13 - 16, 2010.  Beginning 
students will warp their loom twice, 
complete two projects,  learn threading and 
weaving techniques and how to read and 
understand pattern drafts and basic 
weaving theory.  Intermediate students 
will work independently on projects with 
guidance from the instructor.  They may 
choose to weave a “Colonial Weave Structure 
Sampler,” “Tartan Dancing Shawl” or another 
project of their choosing. 
 
DYEING with the LESSER KNOWN  
ANCIENT DYES: Two-day weekend, 
February 27 - 28, 2010.  Explore recipes 
for the lesser known dyes such as alkanet, 
annatto seeds, fustic, lac, myrobalan, 
pomegranate rinds, quercitron,  red sandal-
wood, safflower petals, woad and weld. 
Obtain a full color spectrum and go home 
with dozens of colors on wool roving, raw 
silk, and cotton fabric.    
      
BEGI NNI NG &  I NTERM EDI ATE 
NAVAJO WEAVING:  Four  days, Apr il 
10 - 13, 2010.  Students will warp their 
looms and learn basic Navajo weaving 
techniques and color joins.  The experience 
will include readings and discussions of 
the Navajo/Diné culture.  Most students 
will finish a sampler, learning finishing 
techniques for the tight ending. 
 
Tuition:  Two days, $130; three days, 
$185; four days, $240; five and 1/2 days, 
$325.  Tuition includes a hot, nutritious 
lunch every day.  Deposit of one-half 
tuition will hold a space for you.  Tuition 
for Guest Instructor Workshops will be 
higher.  Bed & Breakfast is available at the 
Studio:  $45 per night.  Airport shuttle 
service available from St. Louis, Kansas City, 
and Columbia Regional airports to our front 
door.  Call toll free to reserve space in a class 
or two: 1-800-874-9328 (TRI-WEAV).  
 
 



� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � �� � � 
   Page 7 Spr ing, 2009 
 

Continued 

Locally grown and processed yarns and fibers, 
and fair  trade fiber  products 

for  knitters and weavers 
 

 We are fortunate in Missouri to have a number 
of people raising fiber animals, of small mills and 
spinners processing fibers, and of local dyers dyeing 
yarn.  Hillcreek Fiber Studio and True Blue Fiber 
Friends both support and encourage local natural fiber 
providers as well as fiber producing small fair trade 
cooperatives around the world.  The following is a list-
ing of just a few suppliers we support.  Please call for 
more information if you are interested. 
 
ABC Ranch, needle felting kits with dyed angora fibers, dyed 
wool batts and roving, Bonnie and Carl Ahrens, Martinsburg, 
MO 
 
Alpaca d’Auxvasse, huacaya and suri alpaca roving and 
yarns, natural and hand-dyed colors, Ann Mayes, Auxvasse, 
MO. 
 
Bextraordinary, merino sock yarn, brushed mohair and more, 
dyed in limited quantities, Bex Oliger, Hallsville, MO. 
 
Carol Leigh’s Nature-Dyed Pearls, raised in Mid-Missouri, 
super soft lofty merino bound with fine Romney dyed with 
nature’s colors, Carol Leigh Brack-Kaiser, Columbia, MO. 
 
Dalcrista, curly mohair locks dyed with Country Classics, 
Chris Hunsberger, Turney, MO 
 
Dome Hill,  hand-dyed sock yarns, Kay Luke, Warrensburg, 
MO 
 
Frabjous Fibers, fair trade coop in Napal, needlefelted notion 
bags, fibers.  
 
Frog Tree, alpaca, cotton, and merino fibers produced in fair 
trade coops in Peru and Bolivia.  
 
Humble Hills Farms, champion merino and Romney fleece, 
“pearls”  yarn, Andy McMurry, New Franklin, MO  
 
JWray Company, nature-dyed yarns, Janet Wray and Leslie 
Carroll-Bartlett. 
 
Mirasol Project, fair trade wool, silk, organic cotton, portion 
of procedes go to building schools in Peru.  
 
Mongolian Nomad, fair trade hand-spindle spun camel yarns, 
Nancy Shand, KS. 
 
Ozark Carding Mill, Gail White, OK 
 
Ozark Handspun, art yarn raved about in national and inter-
national journals, David Gentzsch, Jefferson City, MO.   
 
The Alpaca Company, Diana Peckam, Columbia, MO 

 
Custom One-of-a-Kind  

Spr iggs Adjustable Tr iangle Looms 
 
 For each biennial international weavers’  con-
ference, Convergence, Carl Spriggs of Hillcreek Fi-
ber Studio designs a unique adjustable triangle loom, 
often with a matching stand, and sometimes with a 
matching loom of another shape.  They are each a 
work of art signed by the maker, complete with an 
artist’s statement. 
 
 For 2006 Convergence in Grand Rapids 
Michigan he created a “Bubbles”  loom and stand, 
inspired by his then two-year old son Vincent who 
was fascinated by soap bubbles.  The design dis-
played playfully inlayed bubbles made of a variety 
of wood types, some grouped, some independently 
“ floating”  around the perimeter of the loom, head of 
the stand, and even on the pegs of the stand. 
 
 For Convergence 2008 in Tampa, Florida he 
and his wife Jodi designed a musical theme inspired 
by a Pete Seager folk song “Oh, had I a golden 
thread” .  A musical staff with the notes for the tune 
were inlayed on the hypotenuse of the loom.  The 
note stems and bar lines are wood-burned into the 
loom.  Two golden strands of cherry wood were 
inlayed through the two side boards of the triangle.  
The artist statement includes the score and words to 
the Pete Seager song. 
 
 Earlier designs included cross-cut layered 
wood types flowing through the loom boards, and 
another year he inlayed a starburst of different 
woods.  This one is on the cover of the video 
“Triangle Frame Loom Weaving Magic” .   
 
 If you are coming to Convergence 2010 in 
Albuquerque, NM look for his newest creation.  
These looms are becoming collector’s items as they 
are each a true one-of-a-kind art piece. 
 
 “Bubbles”  just sold as we were about to go to 
press.  “Golden Threads”  is still available.  If you are 
interested, please call 573-874-2233 for further de-
tails.  See Pictures on Page 10. 
 
(NOTE: Check out the on-line version of this News-
letter to see all of the pictures in full color) 
  

Back to page 4 
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1206 Business Loop 70 E 
Columbia, Missour i 

65201 
(Easy Interstate access 

near the corner of  
College and  

Business Loop 70E)   
573-443-TBFF (8233) 
tbffl@centurytel.net  

Bex Oliger, Partner/Sales Manager 
Shella Watson, Partner/Business Mgr 

Rose Brack-Kaiser, Assistant Manager 
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Spr iggs Custom 
One-of-a kind 

Tr i-Looms 
 
“ Golden 
Threads”  
(also lower  
r ight) 
 
 
 
 
 
“ Bubbles”   
(also lower  
left) 

� � � �� �� � �	 
 � �� �
 � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � � 
 � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Saturday, May 16 
10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Webster County Fairgrounds 
Marshfield, Missour i 

� � � � �� � � �	 	 �
 � �� �
 � � � �� � �

� � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 	 � � � �
·  Animal Exhibits  

·  Workshops &  Demonstrat ions 
·  Fleece &  Skein Compet it ions 

·  Knit  &  Crochet Speed Contests  
·  Children’s Crafts &  Contest  

·  Fashion Show - apparel &  more 
·  Vendors of handcrafts &  supplies 

417-859-7840 or  417-345-2477 
www.hfafiber fair .com 

����

Have Looms will Travel:   
Continuous Strand Workshops  

offered with Carol Leigh Brack-Kaiser   
2009 and 2010 

 
May 8-10, 2009, Friday through Sunday,  
   Nature’s Yarn, Fair fax, VA, 
   Amy Schnetzler, 703-273-3596 
 
May 20-22, 2009, Wednesday through Friday,     
   Edgewood, NM just east of Albuquerque 
   Carol Grimm, 505-281-4910, starlightacre@q.com 
   Wendy Heinman, 505-281-3636, 
   wendy@believecafe.com 
 
May 25 - 27, 2009, Memorial Day thru Wednesday 
   Anthony, NM near El Paso, TX 
   Jeri Beatty, 575-589-4323,  
   www.LaBuenaVidaAlpacas.com 
 
July 20 - 24, 2009, Monday through Friday,  
   Midwest Primitive Rendezvous, Palmyra, MO, near 
   Hannibal. Shawl & inkle weave, spin, dye seminars. 
   Eric Davis booshway, 260-668-0764. 
 
August 2 - 7, 2009, Sunday through Friday, 
   Christianson Native Crafts Workshop, a variety of  
   craft classes for all ages, Shannondale, MO, 
   between Salem and Eminence, Barb Johnson,  
   573-435-6455; cncwdirector@gmail.com. 
 
October  23 - 25, 2009, Friday through Sunday, 
   Southeast Animal Fiber Fest, Asheville, NC, 
   www.saffsite.org. 
 
March 12 - 14, 2010, Friday through Sunday,  
   Jefferson City Fiber Retreat, Jefferson City,  
   MO, Leslie Carroll-Bartlett,  
   Bartlett@missouri.edu. 
 
March 18 - 21, 2010, Thursday through Sunday, 
   Florida Tropical Weavers, Lake Yale Baptist  
   Conference Center, near Eustis, FL north of 
   Orlando, Betty Ann Wyman, 352-895-3813,  
   jandbwyman@gmail.com, inquiry@ftwg.org. 
 
May 7 - 9, 2010, Friday through Sunday,  
   Mannings School, East Ber lin, PA,  
   Tom Knisely, 717-624-2223, 
   www.the-mannings.com.  
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Maryland Sheep &  Wool Festival, May 1 - 3,  
2009, Howard County Fairgrounds, West 
Fr iendship, MD,  www.sheepandwool.org  
 
Midwest Weavers Conference, June 25 - 28, 
2009, Grinnell, IA, www.midwestweavers.org 
 
Midwestern Primitive Rendezvous, July 15 - 
25, 2009, Palmyra, MO, Eric Davis Booshway, 
260-833-4255, www.nmlra.org, nrlhf.org 
 
Christianson Native Craft Workshop,  
Aug 2 - 7, 2009, Shannondale, MO,  Contact: 
Barb Johnson, RR1, Box 301, Rolla, MO 
65401, 573-435-6455, cncwdirector @gmail. 
com 
 
Michigan Fiber Fest, August 14 - 16, 2009, 
Allegan County Fair  Grounds, Allegan, 
Michigan, www.michiganfiberfestival.org 
 
Eastern Primitive Rendezvous, Sept 23 -  
Oct 3, 2009, Muddy Run Park, Lancaster, 
PA.  Jerry Heister, Booshway, 717-533-3652, 
heister@verizon.net, http://epr2009.webs.com, 
www.nmlra.org 
 
 
 

 
 
New York Sheep &  Wool Festival, Oct 16 - 
18, 2009.  Duchess County Fair  Grounds, 
Rhinebeck, NY.  Contact Amy Sherman, 
sheepmom23@aol.com, 
www.sheepandwool.com. 
 
Southeast Animal Fiber  Fest (SAFF), Oct 
22 - 25, 2008, County Fairgrounds, 
Asheville, NC, www.saffsite.org 
 
Alafia River  Rendezvous, Jan 13 - 23, 2010, 
Homeland, FL, Clayton and Janie Graves, 
Booshway. Booshway2010@yahoo.com, 
www.floridafrontiersmen.com. 
 
Fiber  Retreat, March 6 - 8, 2010, Jefferson 
City, MO, bartlett@missouri.edu 
  
 

 
 
 

* *******************************  
We hope to see you at these events!! 

 

 

All of our  products may be ordered on our  toll-free line: 
1-800-TRI-WEAV (874-9328)  

or  on our  Website:  www.HillcreekFiberStudio.com 
with a secure "Shopping Cart”  WebStore 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � �

2009 - 2010 Event Contacts 

CLASSIFIEDS: Equipment/Fibers 
 
 
Handmade Hardwood Maple Baskets-with an 
unconditional life-time guarantee - NO MATTER 
WHAT! crafted by & available from “The 
Basketman”  at www.thebasketman.com, or 4960 
William Flynn Hwy, Suite 6 PMB136, Allison 
Park, PA 15101; 800-925-2412 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Loom For  Sale: 
40" 8-Harness Norwood Loom w/storage Bench, 
spool rack, one flying boat shuttle w/14"bobbin, extra 
Heddles, and 6"bobbins, And Leclerce Tensioner. 
$1600.00 In excellent condition. 
Many extra cones of weaving fiber.  
Nancy Weaver-Potosi, Mo. 
e-mail: cainweaver@yahoo.com  
Phone: 573-779-3400 
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Carol Leigh’s Specialties 
HILLCREEK FIBER STUDIO 
7001 Hillcreek Road 
Columbia, MO  65203 

� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � �� � � 
� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � �� � � 
� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � �� � � 
� � � � � � � � � �	 � 
 � � �� � � 
  
 

Return Service Requested 

SPRING, 2009 ISSUE 
  

Directions to visit Carol Leigh’s Hillcreek Fiber  Studio 

Before coming to the STUDIO,  GIVE US A CALL so we won’ t miss YOU 

CALL 
573-874-2233 or  

1-800-TRI-WEAV 

Last house in the valley, 
before the creek. 

Downtown W. Broadway 

E. Broadway 

Diagram is not to Scale 

True Blue Fiber Friends 
1206 Bus Loop 70 E 


